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There is no the united way of speaking about the estimate of Gong 
sunlong’s theory for a long time. One thinks that Gong sunlong is an elenchus 
and depends on his words rather than his reasons; the others think that Gong 
sunlong was a philosopher and discovered the idea of traditional logic in our 
history. However, I think Gong sunlong was not an elenchus by the chicanery, 
and the basic idea of his theory is right and rational. His argument about the 
relationship between name and existence reflected Chinese ancient ideologists’ 
attention to the philosophy of language. 
In the history of Chinese philosophy, Gong Sunlong raised early and paid 
attention to study the relationship between language and thought. He also stood 
for building the objective independent world on the base of separating subject 
from object, and emphasized that we should understand the object on the 
independence of subject. We can say that, Gong Sunlong’s philosophy is a 
speculative system of philosophy of language. He applied himself to break 
through the general knowledge from linguistic analysis, so he built a 
metaphysical ontology, and then built the intellectual epistemology and the 
logical system of philosophy again. His theory had the similitude of being 
contemporary with the ancient Greek philosophers’. For example, they all paid 
attention to analyze the language, and then discussed the questions of the 
ontology and the logic. But Gong Sunlong and the ancient Greek philosophers 
shouldn’t be mentioned in the same breath, because he still didn’t build a whole 















system. He is unlike Aristotle that built a set of whole normative logical rules, 
classified to analyze and study the philosophy in detail and particular. He only 
reflected his philosophy and logic in the argument against the opposites. In 
addition to most of his books were lost, it makes difficult for the latter research 
works to find and regulate his theory.  
   On the base of the objective evaluation, I try my best to analyze and discuss 
Gong Sunlong’s philosophy. I hope this article is an offer to understand his 
philosophy. 
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